Brief Curriculum Vitae for Advisers in Technical Advisory Services 

	1. PERSONAL DATA



	Family name:
Speirs


First Name: Mike

	Year of birth: 1956



	2. EMPLOYMENT RECORD


	2005-:    Senior technical adviser (Environment & climate change), Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Danida), Copenhagen

2002-05: Development counsellor (Agriculture and Environment), Royal Danish Embassy, Managua.

1998-02: Technical adviser (Environment), Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Danida), Copenhagen.

1996-98: Environmental research programme coordinator with International Development Studies, Roskilde University (based at the University of Ouagadougou).

1990-96: Agriculture and rural development consultant, “Danagro Adviser” (Carl Bro Group), Copenhagen.

1986-90: PhD researcher, lecturer and student at the Economics Institute, Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University, Copenhagen (including work attached to the “Centre d'Etudes, de Documentation et de Recherche Economique et Sociale”, University of Ouagadougou).

1983-86: various jobs in Copenhagen, including as bookshop assistant at “Københavns Bogcafé”, as assistant at “Standparkskolen” for disabled children, etc.

1980-83: European Coordinator of “Service Civil International” (an international peace & development NGO), based in Antwerpen, Belgium.

1978-80: Youth and community worker with “Service Civil International”, Belfast, Northern Ireland.


	3. EDUCATION

	PhD, Development Economics, Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University, Copenhagen (1993). Thesis on the political economy of grain marketing & agrarian change in Burkina Faso.

MA & BA, Human Sciences (Social and biological sciences), St Catherine’s College, Oxford University (1978).


	4. LANGUAGE SKILLS

	English: Mother tongue

Danish & French: fluent

Spanish: good

Portuguese & Flemish (Dutch): basic knowledge




	5. PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

	Key qualifications and experience progressively acquired in three areas:

i) preparing, planning and evaluating agricultural development and environmental projects and programmes, funded by a variety of NGOs, development agencies and financial institutions;

ii) analyzing the incorporation of environmental concerns in development projects and programmes and the integration of climate change mitigation and adaptation as well as disaster risk reduction in development processes at policy level;

iii) designing, planning and evaluating development research on climate change, environment and economic development themes.

Familiarity with basic computer software and with drafting and editing reports.



	6. EXPERIENCE FROM DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

	Resident in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso (1996 & 1997) and in Managua, Nicaragua (2002-05)

Consultant (mostly as team leader) on short-term programme preparation, appraisal, review and evaluation assignments in the following countries since 1987:

· Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Thailand & Viet Nam

· Benin, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania, Zambia & Zimbabwe

· Bolivia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras & Nicaragua 



	7. OTHER INFORMATION OF RELEVANCE

Participation in numerous conferences, seminars and courses on climate change, environment and rural development themes in Brussels (EU Commission), Burkina Faso, Costa Rica, Denmark, France, GB, India, Netherlands, South Africa (World Bank Institute), Spain, Switzerland, Washington (ESSD/World Bank), etc. 

Co-organiser of training courses on climate change and development for Danida personnel and partners together with the Competence Centre (UMKC) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Asian Institute of Technology in Bangkok (in 2008) and with One World Sustainable Development in Cape Town (in 2009).

Selected reports & publications:

Beyond collapse – environmental governance in Central America. Paper for GEPPA Conference (“Power, politics and change in weak states”), Copenhagen, 2006

Contradictions and conflicts in national environmental planning - a case study of the “Plan d’Action National pour l’Environnement” (PANE) in Burkina Faso. Journal of Environment and Development, 7-2, 1998 (with Henrik Secher Marcussen).

Limits to environmental planning in a world of structural adjustment - the case of Burkina Faso. Drylands Programme Issues Paper, 75. International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), London, 1998 (with Henrik Secher Marcussen).

Structural adjustment in Burkina Faso, 1983-94. In: P. Engberg-Pedersen, P. Gibbon, P. Raikes & L. Udsholt (eds): Limits of adjustment in Africa - the effects of economic liberalisation. James Curry, London, 1996.

Indigenous integrated farming systems in the Sahel. World Bank Technical Paper 179, Africa Technical Department Series, World Bank, Washington, 1992 (with Ole Olsen).

Food security, agricultural development and trade in West Africa. CIIR Report, Catholic Institute for International Relations, London, 1992.
Agrarian change and the revolution in Burkina Faso. African Affairs, 90-358, 1991.



