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Chair’s Summary – All Girls Reading

Ministerial Meeting, Copenhagen, 8 November 2011

On the occasion of the first Global Partnership for Education Pledging Conference hosted by the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark, in Copenhagen, on 8 November 2011, a gathering of over 35 high-level officials comprised of ministers of education from developing countries, development ministers, heads of international organizations, including the Elders, the Global Partnership for Education, UNESCO, UNICEF, and the World Bank, met to discuss the challenge of ensuring that effective policies and programs are put in place to achieve the goal of enabling all girls to read.
Summary: We are committed to ensuring that all girls realize their right to a safe, secure and high-quality learning environment where they can gain vital life skills and knowledge. We commit to take immediate action to ensure that girls and boys are learning equally and that both are learning much more. We know that when all girls – and all boys – are able to achieve strong learning outcomes, the world is much more likely to reduce civil strife, improve health, and make prosperity for all a greater possibility. The Global Partnership for Education will play a vital role to advance an equitable learning agenda. 
Background: We are concerned that there are still 67 million children out of school. Over half of those – 35 million – are girls. In some countries, girls are the last to enroll and the first to drop out in difficult times. And it is not just about access; there is also a global learning crisis for girls and boys. Many children who are in school are simply not learning: around 200 million girls and boys in primary school are learning so little that they are struggling to read basic words. The average learning level of children in low-income countries would put them in the bottom five percent of children in high-income countries. This crisis matters, and it matters in particular for girls. Girls often receive less time for studying because of home responsibilities; in the classroom, they do not receive as much attention as boys in terms of follow-up questions from their teachers; and they are more likely to drop out because of the lack of sanitary facilities, the prevalence of sexual harassment, early marriage and other factors which affect girls disproportionately.  

Boys’ and girls’ learning is the key to successful development and to the realization of human rights. Nothing has a greater impact on other development outcomes, such as child health and maternal mortality, than girls becoming literate. An extra year of schooling can boost a girl’s future wages by 10 to 25 percent; women typically reinvest 90 percent of their income in their family, compared to 30 to 40 percent of men’s income; and educated girls tend to marry later and have fewer and healthier children. In Global Partnership countries, a 10-point improvement in girls’ primary completion rate can save 350,000 children’s lives per year.     
Objectives: 
We commit to ensuring that all children, and especially girls:
· master age-appropriate reading skills by the end of grade 2
· master the relevant reading and writing skills by the end of primary school 
In order for girls to succeed in mastering reading and other subjects, we commit to: 
· addressing the financial and social barriers to girls’ education, including conditional cash transfers and advocacy programs to involve parents, the community, and civil society on the importance of girls’ education 

· providing inclusive educational environments for girls, including appropriate sanitation facilities 

· ensuring that schools are staffed with motivated and competent teachers, including female teachers as role models

· promoting gender equality in society, including cultivating role models for girls and combating child marriage
· ensuring schools have high-quality and gender-inclusive curriculum and learning materials

· addressing the need for the post-primary education of girls and development of skills for employment
· conducting literacy programs for adult women
Delivering results: These goals are achievable. Based on our discussions and technical inputs from the Global Partnership for Education and others, we will take the following steps: i) create a climate where all actors are accountable for whether children are reading: the ministries, parents, teachers, principals; ii) ensure sufficient time in the curriculum so that reading can be effectively taught; iii) provide our teachers with the skills they need to teach better, including the skills to better recognize and tap the potential of girls; iv) provide all children and teachers access to reading materials and ensure reduction in gender stereotypes in reading materials; v) support instruction in mother tongue; and, vi) ensure appropriate ways to measure and assess reading. In order for girls to succeed in mastering reading and other subjects, we will develop educational environments and approaches that are supportive to girls and employ gender-responsive strategies to reduce the educational barriers they face. The international community must help to deliver the support countries need to achieve strong and equitable learning outcomes, in reading, mathematics, science, and life skills.
Our commitment: We commit to quick but thoughtful actions to improve reading outcomes for girls and boys, and especially to reduce gender inequality in reading achievement. We also commit to scale up successful models as rapidly as possible. The result will be to reduce the number of boys and girls who cannot read by at least half within five years.
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